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Expansion in 3D printing

Zug, April 15, 2019 — The Bossard Group continues to expand its expertise in additive
manufacturing with a 30 percent share of Ecoparts AG in Hinwil, Switzerland.
Ecoparts has many years of experience in 3D printing services for the metal seg-
ment of this innovative technology and is the leading company in this sector in
Switzerland. Bossard’s stake in the company is of strategic importance, intended to
secure a leading position in the future market of additive manufacturing. The
Bossard Group’s investment in this sector broadens its expertise and enables to

help customers in the early planning phase of new projects.

Ecoparts is a pioneer in additive manufacturing. Since 2006, the company has offered
services in the generative design of metal components as well as custom and series parts,
e.g., prototypes, toolmaking, lightweight components, hybrid construction and additive
manufacturing engineering. As the largest and leading additive manufacturing service pro-
vider in Switzerland the company has a wealth of experience in this future market, including

in the technologies and materials used.

Bossard has acquired a 30 percent stake from the two founders, who until now jointly con-
trolled a 50 percent share of the capital. The vonRoll infratec-Group (independent from the
Von Roll Holding AG listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange) owns the other 50 percent and
plans on retaining it for the long term. As a development partner and contract manufacturer,
Bossard gains even greater expertise in additive manufacturing through its investment in
Ecoparts. In the fall of 2018, Bossard acquired 49 percent of 3d-prototyp GmbH, an expert

in the additive manufacturing of complex plastic parts and models. In the spring of 2018, the
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Bossard Group announced partnerships with three renowned manufacturers of 3D printers

after having handled representation and sales of their products for the Swiss market.

This bolsters Bossard’s proven expertise in supporting customers from the design phase all
the way to the production of complex metal and plastic parts. In addition, Bossard is an in-
novative partner when it comes to selecting the most suitable 3D printers and associated

manufacturing technologies.

Bossard believes that 3D printing will shape the future of a number of manufacturing areas,
such as the production of prototypes, complex tools, and lightweight industrial components
— all products that do not lend themselves to mass production. New materials are increas-
ingly being used in additive manufacturing. As a global supplier of fastening solutions,

Bossard is excited to help master the associated challenges.
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Profile:

The Bossard Group is a leading international supplier of product solutions and services
in industrial fastener and assembly technology. With its comprehensive product range of
over 1,000,000 items, combined with its proven expertise in technical consulting (engi-
neering) and inventory management (logistics), Bossard is one of the established com-
panies in the industry, both as an end-to-end supplier and a partner. In addition, Bossard
is a pioneer in developing intelligent production facilities in line with Industry 4.0.

The Group’s customers include local and international industrial companies who use
Bossard solutions to improve their productivity. With 2,500 employees in 77 locations
throughout the world, the Group generated CHF 871.1 million in sales in 2018. Bossard
is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange.
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